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TD1 à distance               READING COMPREHENSION 

By Jamie McIvor BBC Scotland education correspondent, 18th Dec 2017. 

 
The UK government on Monday announced extension of a pilot student visa scheme to 23 more universities under 1 
which Indian and other non-EU students will get six months to find a job after finishing their course. The scheme 2 
was introduced last year on a pilot basis in four British varsities - Oxford, Bath, Cambridge and Imperial College 3 
London. 4 

Two Scottish universities are to take part in a pilot scheme which should make it easier for some foreign students to 5 
get visas or find permanent work in Britain. 6 

Glasgow and Edinburgh are among 23 universities which will join the plan for Masters students with others joining 7 
as quickly as possible. The pilot will streamline the process for courses of 13 months or less.  8 

International students will apply for so-called Tier 4 visas. Students from countries within the European Union and 9 
European Economic Area do not need visas to study in the UK although it is still not clear what position they will be 10 
in after Brexit. However, students from, for example, the United States and the Far East could benefit from the pilot 11 
scheme. 12 

The UK government says the pilot also provides greater support for students who wish to switch to a work visa and 13 
take up a graduate role as it allows them to remain in the UK for six months after they have finished their course - 14 
compared with four at present. 15 

The universities taking part are given responsibility for eligibility checks which means that students can submit fewer 16 
documents than required in the current process alongside their visa applications. 17 

Applicants who do not meet immigration rules will be refused. All students will continue to require Home Office 18 
security and identity checks.  19 

UK Immigration Minister Brandon Lewis said: "I am delighted to announce the expansion of this pilot which is part 20 
of our ongoing activity to ensure that our world-leading institutions remain highly competitive. The UK continues 21 
to be the second most popular destination for international students and the number coming to study at our universities 22 
has increased by 24% since 2010. This is a clear indication that genuine students are welcome and there is no limit 23 
on the number who can come to study in the UK."  24 

Secretary of State for Scotland David Mundell added that the changes would make it easier for foreign students who 25 
wanted to study in Scotland and would help Glasgow and Edinburgh universities to attract the brightest and best. 26 

Glasgow and Edinburgh both welcomed their inclusion in the pilot. 27 

The University of Edinburgh's senior vice principal, Charlie Jeffery, said: "Almost three thousand of our international 28 
students stand to benefit from our participation in the scheme, which will enable them to either further their study or 29 
pursue their entrepreneurial ideas, and add to the UK's pool of high-value graduate talent." 30 

Principal and vice-chancellor of the University of Glasgow, Prof Sir Anton Muscatelli, said: "Glasgow is a global 31 
institution ranked within the top 100 universities in the world and it is vitally important that international students 32 
continue to feel both welcome and valued when coming to our campus. " 33 

The Scottish government said it was pleased two Scottish universities would be included in the pilot scheme but was 34 
disappointed it had taken over a year for them to do this. 35 

The Minister for International Development and Europe, Dr Alasdair Allan, said: "We urge the UK government to 36 
roll out these modest changes to the Tier 4 route to all universities as soon as possible. 37 

The recent Home Office statistics show that the number of students applying for visas increased by eight per cent 38 
over the last year. The recently included 23 universities will be able to apply the pilot to their 2018-19 intake (from 39 
www.gov.uk). 40 
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I. What is the document about? (30 words maximum)  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

II. Choose a title that best corresponds to the text.  

 

󠄀 Universities pilot plan for easier foreign student visas 

󠄀 British universities’ new plan to increase the number of EU students 

󠄀 Pilot visa scheme to make UK universities more attractive and competitive. 

 

III. Synonym match. Fill in the grid (only one answer for each word!) 

1. streamline (l.8)   A. furnish 
2. provide(s) (l.13)   B. simplify  
3. ongoing (l.21)   C. current 
4. lead(ing) (l21)   D. coming 
5. bright(est) (l.26)   E. group  
6. pool (l.39)   F. give 
7. urge (l.36)   G. direction 

     H. smart 
     I. top  
     J. advise 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 

 
IV. True or False. Say whether these statements are true or false AND justify by giving the exact line 

number(s) (2 consecutive lines maximum) 

 

a. Only non-EU students have to apply for a Tier 4 visa. 

󠄀 True  󠄀󠄀 False                Line(s) ……………………………………….. 

 

b. The visa scheme is already running at 4 English universities. 

󠄀 True  󠄀󠄀 False                Line(s) ……………………………………….. 

 

c. Foreign students will have to complete their degrees within thirteen months. 
󠄀 True  󠄀󠄀 False                Line(s) ……………………………………….. 
 

d. US students will not need a visa to study in the UK. 
󠄀 True  󠄀󠄀 False                Line(s) ……………………………………….. 
 

e. Before this plan, foreign students were not allowed to stay in the UK to work after their studies. 
󠄀 True  󠄀󠄀 False                Line(s) ……………………………………….. 

 
f. Thanks to the pilot student scheme, visa rules are simplified. 

󠄀 True  󠄀󠄀 False                Line(s) ……………………………………….. 
 

g. The Tier 4 visa pilot is an opportunity for talented international students to stay in the UK to set up a 
company. 
󠄀 True  󠄀󠄀 False                Line(s) ……………………………………….. 
 

h. The UK government should further extend the pilot into mainstream policy. 
󠄀 True  󠄀󠄀 False                Line(s) ……………………………………….. 



 

3 
 

V. What are the benefits (concerning international students) of the Tier 4 visa pilot? Quote from the 

document 3 arguments. 

1/ …………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………….. 

2/ …………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………….. 

3/ …………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………………….. 

VI. Explain the following underlined words or expressions using your own words.  
“The recently 23 universities will be able to apply the pilot to their 2018-19 intake.” 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

LISTENING COMPREHENSION  

I. What is the name of this programme?  

--> 

II. Fill in the blanks. (Ecrire les nombres en chiffres !) 

The number of international __A__ studying at U.S. __B__ and universities jumped last year in a big way. That 

number is up __C__ percent to __D__ 

A. B. C. D. 

 

III. Shreyas Manohar.  

a. How old is he? ………………………. (en chiffres!)  

b. Where does he come from? (country) …………………………………...  

c. Where does he study? ………………………………. University     

d. What’s his major? (two words) ……………………………………………… 

 

IV. What does “He is a sophomore” mean?  

󠄀 he is a first year undergraduate 

󠄀 he is a second year undergraduate 

󠄀 he is a third year undergraduate 

 

V. Fill the blanks. (Ecrire les nombres en chiffres!) 

If Manohar ultimately chooses __A__, he'll be in good company. __B__ in __C__ international students __D__ 

to the U.S. to study business and management. 

A. B. C. D. 

 

VI. What is the other top field chosen by international students?  
--> 

VII. Give ONE reason why the USA is a popular destination.  

--> 

VIII. Who is Allan Goodman? (3 words)  

He’s president of the …………………………  of  ……………………………. ……………………………….. 

 

IX. According to Allan G., what is the other reason the US is so attractive?  

--> 
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X. True or False? Circle the correct answer.  

 

a. There are less Indian students than Chinese students in the USA  T F 

b. Tuition fees at Columbia University are very low    T F 

c. Shreyas has a scholarship.       T F 

d. International students contributed nearly $31 million to the US economy T F  

 

 

GRAMMAR 

I. Posez une question sur l’élément souligné.  
 

a. Harvard University had 9,851 international students last year. 
-->  

b. International students underestimate the amount of time required to apply for admission to a college or 
university in the United States. 
--> 

c. 1.08 million international students studied in the USA last year. 
--> 

d. The first academic term starts in September. 
--> 

II. Mettez les verbes conjugués de l’exercice I. (verbes en gras) à la forme négative.  
 

 a………………………………………………………….  b………………………………………………………… 
 c………………………………………………………….  d………………………………………………………… 
 

III. Mettez les verbes entre parenthèses aux temps / formes verbales qui conviennent 
 
 From www.migrationpolicy.org 
 
Since the mid-20th century, the United States (1-BE) the destination of choice for international students. When pursuing education abroad, 
many (2-BE) drawn by the quality of its higher education system, its welcoming culture, and the prospect of transitioning into the labor 
market after graduation. Although the U.S. share of the worldwide international student population (3-DECREASE) in recent years, the 
number of international students enrolled in U.S colleges and universities (4-GROW). […] 
While the benefits of hosting international students for colleges and universities (5-BE) well understood, research tracking their transition 
into the U.S. labor market and measuring their economic value for the United States (6-BE) relatively limited due to the lack of longitudinal 
data. […| 
International students in the United States on an F-1 visa are eligible for up to 12 months of practical training, a period during which they are 
authorized to work in a position related to their field of study. […| If a student (7-PURSUE) another post-secondary degree at a higher level 
(for example, beginning a graduate program after completing an undergraduate degree), they (8-BECOME) eligible for another 12 months of 
practical training. 
 

1. 2. 3. 4. 

5. 6. 7. 8. 

 
IV. Mettez les phrases suivantes à la forme passive.  
 
a. International students must take a standardized admissions test. 
--> A standardized admissions test …………………………………………………… 
b. Students will need an F1 visa to work during their studies. 
--> An F1 visa ……………………………………………………………………………………. 
c. US Colleges and universities have received a financial boost in recent years from international students. 
--> A financial boost in recent years from international students ………………………………………………… 
d. American higher education is developing Optional Practical Training (OPT) to attract international 

students. 
--> Optional Practical Training (OPT) …………………………………………….. 
 


